
H M H  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

hmhco.com



2

HMH Social Studies Civics asks students to uncover the connections and inspires them to 
look beneath the surface—to identify relationships, note influences, and introduce ideas that 
challenge assumptions.

The next generation of social studies offers flexible programs that foster students’ curiosity 
and cultivate their analytical skills to succeed in college, career, and civic life. 



By delivering compelling narratives enriched with 
HISTORY® streaming video, we’re connecting 
students to social studies through experiences that 
are energizing, inspiring, and memorable. With 
HMH Social Studies Civics, teachers and students are 
equipped with the instructional tools needed for success, 
from easy-to-use teaching resources to planning and 
assessment tools.

HMH Social Studies
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Connecting Your 
Students to the Story 

It’s all about content with context. Your students learn best when quality 
narrative is blended with media, audio, and visuals for an immersive experience. 
HMH Social Studies Civics provides relevant content to encourage the “Aha!” 
moments in your classroom.

HISTORY videos bring content to life through 
primary source footage, dramatic storytelling,  
and expert testimonials.

Why Civics Matters inspires students to 
understand why taking an active part in our 

government matters.

Our government is based on ideals of 
freedom and liberty. In 1776 the 
Declaration of Independence was signed 
in the building we call Independence 
Hall. Tradition holds that the Liberty Bell 
rang to summon people to hear the 
fi rst public reading of the Declaration. 
The freedoms you enjoy today began 
with those acts more 
than 230 years ago. 

SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS? What if you and 
your friends found out that the man in the 
ice cream truck was selling toy guns to young 
children? As you read this chapter, remember 
that you can play a part in making your street 
safe. How could you do it?

A PAMPHLET Everyone in the United States 
benefi ts from our government. However, many 
people don’t know the origins and purposes of 
our government as well as they should. In this 
chapter you will read about the foundations of 
our government and the rights it guarantees 
to citizens. Then you’ll create a four-page 
pamphlet to share this information with your 
fellow citizens.

FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNMENT  27

Active Citizenship Video Program
Watch the video to learn how young citizens 
are working to protect their communities.

cp07se_c02_final(r).indd   27 3/29/06   9:38:39 AM



Channel One News® puts real-world events in 
context to inform today’s digital-savvy citizens.

HMH Current Events provides trustworthy 
articles on today’s news to connect the 
classroom to current events.

HISTORY® is the leading destination 
for award-winning series and specials 
that connect viewers with history in an 
informative, immersive, and entertaining 
manner across all platforms. HISTORY 
has a long-standing record in providing 
teachers and students with curriculum 
resources that bring the past to life in the 
classroom. The network’s content covers 
a diverse variety of subjects, including 
American and world history, government, 
and economics. The HISTORY website is 
located at history.com.

The Center for Civic Education is an independent, 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization providing 
comprehensive civic education programs. The Center is 
dedicated to promoting an enlightened and responsible 
citizenry committed to democratic principles and actively 
engaged in the practice of democracy in the United 
States and other countries. To advance this mission, the 
Center administers a wide range of curricular, teacher-
training, and community-based programs.

Partners

Keeping it Current provides free, high-
quality content each month that teachers 
can use in the classroom.
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You’ll Promote Inquiry 
and Active Learning

HMH Social Studies Civics offers the tools and support necessary to challenge 
students to approach civics through active inquiry and prepares them for college 
and career readiness.

Focus on Writing/Speaking offers ample 
and varied opportunities for students to 
research, demonstrate, and publish their 
performance tasks.

Document-Based Inquiry embedded within 
the text develops critical thinking and helps 
students construct knowledge.

Media Investigation teaches students to 
recognize multiple points of view, think 
critically, and make informed choices.



Law 101 focuses on legal issues 
that affect everyday life and 
develops critical thinking skills.

Developed in partnership with the 
Center for Civic Education

Students Take Action is dedicated to helping 
students become effective and responsible 
citizens by encouraging participation in state 
or local government.

Honoring a Hero

DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM  287

       he United States has many holidays 
to honor people and events. We have 
holidays honoring George Washington, 
our country’s independence, and Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Did you know that 
none of these state or national holidays 
honors a woman? Project Citizen stu-
dents in Dongola, Illinois, are hoping  
to change that. 

Community Connection Students in 
Ms. Cindy Vines’s social studies class 
had been learning about Jane Addams, 
who spent her life helping people. In 
1889 Addams founded Hull House in 
Chicago, a place where women, chil-
dren, immigrants, and others in need could come for 
aid. Addams’s work led to changes all over the country 
in areas such as education and child labor. Students at 
Dongola want to create an Illinois holiday on the first 
Monday in March—Women’s History Month—honoring 
this important woman.  

Taking Action The teens have made dozens of phone 
calls to local officials and gave information to state 
legislators during Youth Democracy Day in Springfield, 
the state capital. One member of the Illinois General 
Assembly, Representative Brandon Phelps, has already 
promised the Dongola teens that he will introduce a bill 
asking for a statewide holiday to honor Jane Addams. 
Meanwhile, the students con-
tinue to work together in their 
community to raise awareness 
and support for Jane Addams 
Day. As student Jennifer 
Medlin explains, the proposed 
holiday “helps to recognize all 
women.”

Students in Dongola,  
Illinois, speak out in favor  
of a state holiday honoring 
Jane Addams.

 1. Why do the Dongola students believe that establishing a Jane 
Addams holiday is worth their efforts? 

 2. If you were to propose a new statewide holiday, who would 
you choose to honor? Why?

SERVICE LEARNING
DO NOT EDIT--Changes must be made through “File info” 
CorrectionKey=NL-A

Types of Interest Groups
The different kinds of interest groups include 
business associations, labor unions, farm 
organizations, veterans’ organizations, teach-
ers’ associations, and consumer groups. Some 
interest groups represent the economic inter-
ests of their members. These groups include 
the National Association of Manufacturers, 
the United Mine Workers of America, and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. Members 
of economic-interest groups seek to influence 
government policies that affect their indus-
try or profession. For example, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation works to have bills 
passed that help farmers recover losses from 
natural disasters and falling crop prices.

Some interest groups are issue-oriented. 
That is, they focus on a specific issue or cause. 
For example, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 

works to promote racial equality. The Nation-
al Organization for Women (NOW) is a spe-
cial interest group that seeks to protect the 
rights of women.

Other groups, referred to as public-
interest groups, promote the interests of 
the general public rather than just one part 
of it. These groups work to protect consum-
ers, wildlife, and the environment. 

Many interest groups hire lobbyists to 
represent them. Lobbyists work at all levels 
of government, although most are located in 
Washington, D.C. Some lobbyists are former 
members of the state legislatures or public 
agencies they now seek to influence. Other 
lobbyists are lawyers, public-relations experts, 
journalists, or specialists in particular fields.

READING CHECK  Finding Main Ideas What are 
interest groups?

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM  279

Recent legislation now allows people in most states 
to register to vote while they apply for or renew 
their driver’s license.

Voting is your opportunity to par-
ticipate in our democratic system. 

Most states require you to register before you vote. The 
Motor Voter Act makes it easier for all citizens—especial-
ly young people—to register to vote. The law also allows 
you to register in other public offices or to mail in a form 
that is available on the Internet. 

The Motor Voter Act has had a significant impact on 
voter registration. In 2001 and 2002, almost 20 million 
new voters registered. More than 70 percent of those 
were the result of provisions of the Motor Voter Act.

The Motor Voter Act

Do you think linking voter registration to driver’s 
license applications is a good idea? Why or why not?

EVALUATING THE LAW
AnAlysis 
Skill
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Supporting Learners the Way You Want
HMH Social Studies Civics presents material and activities in a variety of ways to 
allow students and teachers to choose the path that works best for them.

The Guided Reading Workbook and  
Spanish/English Guided Reading Workbook 
help students as they read and take notes while 
reading adapted-level summaries.

Name ____________________________  Class _________________ Date ___________________ 

The Political System  
Section 2 

Original content © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

 109 Guided Reading Workbook 

Section Summary 
WHAT IS AN INTEREST GROUP?  

Americans have the power to influence government 

policies. One way they do this is by voting. Another 

way is by forming interest groups based on 

common concerns to influence government policies 

and decisions. Because an interest group puts 

pressure on government, it is also called a lobby. A 

lobbyist works for an interest group or lobby to 

represent a group’s concerns. 

While a political party works to elect its 

candidates, an interest group focuses on government 

policies. There are different kinds of interest 

groups. Some interest groups focus on economic 

issues that affect businesses or industries, such as 

the American Farm Bureau Federation. Other 

interest groups focus on social issues or causes, 

such as the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Still 

other interest groups, called public-interest 

groups, focus on the common good, such as groups 

that work to protect consumers or the environment. 

 

MAIN IDEA 
  Interest groups work to persuade the government to adopt particular policies 

and address specific issues. 

Key Terms  

interest groups  organizations of people with common interests that try to influence 

government policies and decisions  

lobby  an interest or pressure group 

lobbyist  person paid by a lobby or interest group to represent the group’s interests 

public-interest groups  organizations that promote the interests of the general 

public 

Underline three types of 

interest groups. 

List two ways that citizens 

influence government. 

_______________________

_______________________

Name/Nombre ____________________ Class/Clase _______________Date/Fecha_____________

The Political System/El sistema político 

 Section/Sección 2

MAIN IDEA/IDEA PRINCIPAL
  Interest groups work to persuade the government to adopt particular policies 

and address specific issues./Los grupos de interés trabajan para persuadir 
al gobierno de que adopte ciertas políticas y aborde temas específicos.

Key Terms/Palabras clave

interest groups/grupos de interés organizations of people with common 
interests that try to infl uence government policies and decisions/
organizaciones con intereses comunes que intentan infl uir en las decisiones y 
políticas del gobierno

lobby/lobby an interest or pressure group/grupo de interés o de presión

lobbyist/miembro de un lobby person paid by a lobby or interest group to 
represent the group’s interests/persona que recibe el pago de un lobby o grupo 
de interés para representar los intereses del grupo

public-interest groups/grupos de interés público organizations that promote the 
interests of the general public/organizaciones que promueven los intereses del 
público en general

Section Summary/Resumen de la sección
WHAT IS AN INTEREST GROUP?/¿QUÉ ES UN GRUPO DE INTERÉS?
Americans have the power to influence 
government policies. One way they do this is by 
voting. Another way is by forming interest groups 
based on common concerns to influence 
government policies and decisions. Because an 
interest group puts pressure on government, it is 
also called a lobby. A lobbyist works for an 
interest group or lobby to represent a group’s 
concerns./Los estadounidenses tienen el poder de 
influir en las políticas de gobierno. El voto es una 
de las formas de lograrlo. Otra forma es formar 
un grupo de interés basado en intereses comunes 
para influir en las decisiones y políticas de 
gobierno. Un grupo de interés también puede 
llamarse lobby. El miembro de un lobby trabaja 

List two ways that citizens 
infl uence government./Haz 
una lista con dos formas 
en que los ciudadanos 
infl uyen en el gobierno.

__________________________

__________________________

© Houghton Miffl in Harcourt Publishing Company

 203 Spanish/English Guided Reading Workbook

SFLASGR615509_C11S2.indd   203 1/25/11   12:15:36 PM

Reading Skills introduces key concepts to support 
content reading and social studies skills.

Civics Skills and Critical 
Thinking teach students to 
recognize multiple points 
of view, think critically, and 
make informed choices.

PERSONAL FINANCES  503

After you have studied the graph, answer the following questions.

1.  What is the subject of this graph?

2.  What time period does the graph cover?

3.  What is the lowest amount of per capita credit card debt on the 
graph? In approximately what year did that amount occur?

4.  What is the highest amount of per capita credit card debt? When 
did that amount occur?

5.  What general trend does this graph indicate?

Study the line graph below and then answer the questions that follow.    

As you read Chapter 19, notice what information 
could be illustrated as a chart or graph.

You Try It!

KEY TERMS

Chapter 19

Section 1
currency (p. 504)
long-term credit (p. 507)
short-term credit (p. 507)
bankruptcy (p. 508)
creditors (p. 508)

Section 2
collateral (p. 512)
savings and loan
 associations (p. 513)
credit unions (p. 514)
Federal Reserve System (p. 514)
discount rate (p. 515)
discounting (p. 516)

Section 3
certificates of 
 deposit (CDs) (p. 518)
brokers (p. 518)
stock exchange (p. 518)
mutual funds (p. 518)
money market funds (p. 519)

Section 4
insurance (p. 522)
premium (p. 522)
private insurance (p. 523)
beneficiary (p. 523)
social insurance (p. 524)
Social Security (p. 524)
Medicare (p. 526)
Medicaid (p. 526)

Academic Vocabulary
Success in school is 
related to knowing academic 
vocabulary—the words that 
are frequently used in school 
assignments and discussions. In 
this chapter, you will learn the 
following academic word:

acquire (p. 507)

U.S. Per Capita Credit Card Debt

cp07se_c19_final(r).indd   503 11/8/05   10:26:00 AM

502  CHAPTER 19

In this chapter you will read about the basic 

characteristics of currency. You will learn why 

people and businesses accept checks as pay-

ment instead of cash. You will also learn about 

the role credit plays in the economy. You will 

discover about how the Federal Reserve System 

regulates the amount of money in circulation. 

You will learn about the importance of saving 

money and the different ways people invest their 

money. Finally, you will read about private 

insurance and Social Security.

Helpful Hints for Making 
and Understanding 
Charts and Graphs

1. Read the title to determine 
the subject of the chart 
or graph.

2. Study the labels. A pie chart 
will label the slices, or main 
categories. A graph will 
have labels on each axis.

3. Analyze the data. What does 
the information mean?

4. Draw conclusions about the 
subject.

When writers want to communicate complex informa-
tion in a simple way, they often use visuals such as charts 

and graphs. Charts show how the parts of something relate to the whole 
thing. Graphs show changes or trends over time.

Making Charts and Graphs To create a visual, fi rst decide whether a 
chart or graph is better. One common chart is a pie chart. It shows the 
sizes of the different parts, or slices, of the whole. Pie charts often use 
percentages instead of specifi c numbers. In a graph, the horizontal line, 
called an axis, often represents points in time such as hours, days, or 
years. The vertical axis often shows quantities or amounts. 

Making and Understanding Charts and Graphs

Analyze the Data Be sure you understand the data that is 
presented. Read the title and any labels to identify the sub-
ject of the chart or graph. This bar graph, for example, illus-
trates the percentage of disposable income that households 
in several countries put into savings in 2005.

Title Create a title that identifies 
the subject of the chart.

Household Savings Rate, 2005

Labels Use labels to 
show the main cat-
egories or pieces of 
data that the chart or 
graph represents.

cp07se_c19_final(r).indd   502 11/8/05   11:50:42 AM
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Analyzing Public Opinion Polls
Learn
In the United States elected officials are supposed to 
represent and act on the views of the people who 
elected them. They frequently rely on polls—lists of 
questions or surveys—to help them understand what 
citizens think about different issues. People who do 
polling usually ask about 1,500 people to answer 
questions they have developed. By selecting the 
people carefully, pollsters can get an idea of how the 
American public as a whole feels about the issues.

Polls measure public opinion. However, polls often 
emphasize one finding over another. They present 
their findings in such a way as to mislead readers. 
For example, a poll might say that 98 percent of 
people polled plan to vote for a certain candidate. 
However, the poll might not mention that only a 
very small number of people were polled. 

Analyzing polls is an important part of understand-
ing the media. Follow the steps below to learn how 
to analyze a public opinion poll.

Practice
1  Identify the topic of the poll. Understanding 
what the subject of the poll is can help you think 
critically about its findings.

2  Identify the people who were polled. It is im-
portant to understand who was asked the poll ques-
tions. Was it a large, diverse group, or a small, select 
group? Consider how the people who answered the 
poll might affect its results.

3  Analyze the format of the poll. Were people 
asked to answer yes or no, or were they given a va-
riety of answers? The questions and answer choices 
might have a certain point of view.

4  Understand who sponsored or paid for the 
poll. What kind of an organization sponsored the 
poll or developed the questions?

Apply 
The graph below represents the results of a pub-
lic opinion poll from 2008. The poll, sponsored 
by CNN, asked about 1,010 adults to identify the 
problem they believed to be the most important 
one facing the United States today. Use this graph 
and the steps for analyzing a poll to answer the 
questions below.

1.  Who was polled? What are some points of view 
the pollsters brought to the poll? How do you 
know?

2.  Who sponsored or paid for the poll? Do you 
think they influenced the outcome of the poll? 
Why or why not?

3.  List the elements of this poll that make it neu-
tral. Explain.

Most Important Problem 
in the United States Today
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Differentiated Instruction  
in the Teacher’s Edition  
provides instructional support for all learners.



Notes gives students the opportunity to 
take notes while reading the text. They 
can easily access them and review them 
later to ensure comprehension. 

Reading Checks in each section 
confirm students’ understanding.

Interactive Lesson Graphic Organizers help  students  
process, summarize, and track  their learning.
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The Online Student Edition resides on a responsive 
learning system enabling it to function across 
operating systems and devices.

Features Include:

•	 Audio

•	 Highlighting and Notetaking

•	 Access to Guided Reading Workbook  
and more

You’ll Love the 
Flexibility and Customization
HMH Social Studies Civics delivers maximum compatibility with options to support 
various levels of connectivity and devices.

HMH Player® gives students and 
teachers the flexibility to download 
individual lesson material, work offline, 
and re-sync upon reconnecting. You 
can also create custom lessons and 
add your own content.

Your Online Teacher’s Edition is organized into three main 
sections:

1.	 Discover—Quickly access content and search program 
resources.

2.	 Assignments—Create assignments and track progress of 
assignments.

3.	 Data & Reports—Monitor students’ daily progress.



The Support You Need—  
                                        When You Need It 
Our comprehensive professional learning solutions for leaders, teachers, and families are data- and evidence-driven, mapped 
to your goals, centered on your students, and delivered by master educators. These tailored, flexible solutions were designed 
with one goal in mind: to help you more effectively prepare students for college, career, and civic life—known as the C3 
Framework for Social Studies State Standards. 

Start Strong, Finish Stronger
A Getting Started with HMH Social Studies Civics course will orient you to the program materials and technology, examine the 
instructional routines, help you support differentiation, and provide effective whole- and small-group instruction.

Need additional support with technology? Our technical services team can help you plan, prepare, implement, and optimize 

your technology so you can get the most out of HMH Social Studies Civics digital tools. 

Build Capacity, Ensure Success with In-Classroom Support  
You’ll get even more personalized support with our Team and Individual Coaching. We’ll be there to help you plan your lessons 

and model how to incorporate instructional strategies that help students master C3 concepts.

For more information regarding HMH Professional Services,  
visit hmhco.com/professionalservices

Connect with history and apply it to real life.

Deepen investigations by identifying relationships, noting influences, and 
challenging assumptions.

Develop questioning skills, identify bias, and draw conclusions independently.

Based on national survey data collected from 
teachers who received coaching from HMH® 
during the 2014–2015 school year

In 2014, 80% of teachers reported that 
coaching significantly strengthened 
their classroom instruction.80

Proven Results

Percent
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Connect with us:
HISTORY® and the “H” logo are trademarks of A&E Television Networks LLC. All rights reserved. HMH Player®, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt®, HMH®, and Channel One News®  

are registered trademarks of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. © Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 03/17  MS188920

For more information and to review online materials, visit: 
hmhco.com/hmh-social-studies

  hmhco.com • 800.225.5425


